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Wihen James Voakes added a block of land near Whixlay, North
Yorkshirg, he had to make adjustments to his cultivations

hixley Grange Farmis
rum by thrag
generations of Voakes,
with Jarmes farming in
partnership with his I:.;I;hrr__ James'
Brathaer Andrés running the Woakes Pies
enterprise, and James' sons, Benand
Harrisan, making p thae full-time stafi.
The B0ha farm i down to winterwheat
and barley, with Some spring badey
depending an the season
A traditional establishmant regime is
ranan 'I'arm, plaughing all the Grade 1
land, then running behind with a cambi
drill, Grain is used a5 feed for the
livestack enterpriss, with maat g\oing
intethe pie business and manures going
back onta the land. “We'we tried cutting
back on our tillage in the past, but we
have a lotof manures to bury and using
the plough helps us break up any
campaction and help water mowve
through the prafile,” he says,
Tharintroduction of a 3m He-Va
Combi-Disc came after the farm
purchased 40ka of Grade 2 ground,
Jarmas says they ploughed the first yaas,
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The Combi-Disc has
inelapancant depth
contmd of disos and
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HilErg th tagaed
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Bt found they were bringing up the clay
subsail “We nseded 3 maching we could
pulll with our L50hp tractor and that could
1l the tapaoil while still warking deep
ennugh to provide drainage,”

Second-hand option
Knimaing the sort of machine required,
Jpmes looked anline and came across a
spcond-hand 3Im Combi-Lilt and Dise
Raller combination at Brackhills of
Workshire, It came with six legs atthe
frant, with 200mm points and shearbolt
protection, followed by two rows of
angled discs and a V-profie roller,

*We liked it straightaway, but had to
miake same adjustments because of the
horsepower available,” he explains, *5ix
legs were too many in the beavier sails,
sowe had two rermoved and changed
the setup so two were clamped directly
baehind the tractor wheels.”

Moving up the power range
For the most part, James says the first
maching worked well. Thay liked being
able to create a seedbed in one pass,
while still working deap enough to
incorparate manuras and break up
compaction. *If | had to change
something, it would be the space
bebween the legs and the discs, You
could see the soil being lifted, but the
discs were running cver it before the
process had finished,” ha says

After updating their Case Pumato a
160hp VX model, supplied by Paxtons,
they decided to look at updating their
He-Vamachine, At Cereals 2023, they
saw the latest version of the Combi-Disc
on the Opico stand and enguired about

the changes, “We looked at a five-leg
madel, with L20mm points, which
levassriedd this powisr reguirament smd
vyt e coubd easity run with the Larger
tractor,” he Says.

Qther changes indluded increasing the
distance between the legs and dises,
allowing the soil bo settle before the
digcs run thraugh, Unlilee the praviaus
machimg, this new wnit also had
hyelraulic reset for the legs - eliminating
the time wasted changing shearbolis -
aswell as independent, in-cab
adjustment of the working depths for
bath the leps and tha discs,

Impressive upgrade

The rewe Cormbi-Diss wizg delivered last
Septernber by local dealer Wilfred
Seruton, juest in time to finish the autumn
sowing. Jamas says they've been
impriessad with the machine = far,

“Wie normalby run the legs down to
25cm, but the hydraulic cepth
adjustmant means we can change this
on the fly depending on the conditions.
Baing able to change bath depths
independently means wo can run sither
just the legs, or just the discs if certain
areas nesded specific attention”

He also highlights the arrangemant of
the working elements, *With the 3m
madbel, the outer legs runin line with the
tractor wheels and the discs overlap just
slightly. This ensures that the full sail
surface is cultivated.”

The Depth Synchronised Disc systems
automatically changes the working
angle of the discs, increasing the
aggressivenass, James says this has also
stopped any lateral pull from tha
machine, improving the quality of work
regardless of conditions. "It's solidly
built as well, This means ve have the
weight to penetrate the soil, even when
it's dry, But it also travels really well, &
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